International seminar
The flipside of autonomy in liberal-individualistic
societies: A comparison of European perspectives
in education, parenting and mental health care

November 23 & 24, 2021
Nordkraft center (DK) and online

Registration

Website

Info : CoachingRituals-ERCproject@usaintlouis.be

What does it mean when people fall short of meeting autonomy standards?
What happens when a scheme to provide a sense of autonomy to a person fails?
What about those individuals who refuse their own autonomy?
The ERC - CoachingRituals team (University Saint-Louis - Brussels), in collaboration with Anders
Petersen (University of Aalborg), is offering this European seminar, “The flipside of autonomy in
liberal-individualistic societies: A comparison of European perspectives in education, parenting
and mental health care”.

The main objective of the ERC project is to establish a better understanding of the ubiquitous and
elusive logic of coaching – loosely defined as the set of practices aimed at empowering people to
produce within themselves the changes they need – as a ritual action specific to liberalindividualistic societies. In those societies that support the idea of a hidden potential within an
individual (Marquis, 2014; Ehrenberg, 2018), we are witnessing a rise in discourses valuing
autonomy in the fields of education (e.g., Oller, 2012), parenthood (e.g., de Singly, 1996) and mental
health care (e.g., Pelletier et al., 2013). Autonomy also seems to have become a condition of
individuals in contemporary societies (Ehrenberg, 2010), emerging both as a value and a norm.
This seminar will investigate the flipside of autonomy to shed fresh light on what it means to "act
by yourself" (Descombes, 2004).
The CoachingRituals team
Nicolas Marquis (PI), Solène Mignon and Gaspard Wiseur (PhD students), Véronique Degraef and Emmanuelle Lenel
(Postdocs), Chloé Daelman (research engineer), Alex Maignan (trainee) - more info about us
This seminar is part of a project that has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme (Grant agreement No. 850754)

Program
November 22, 2021
8:30-5:00 Doctoral workshop
If you have any question about the program, please contact
gaspard.wiseur@usaintlouis.be and solene.mignon@usaintlouis.be.

November 23, 2021
8:30-9:00 Welcome
Nicolas Marquis (Saint-Louis U. - Belgium) & Anders Petersen (Aalborg U. - Denmark)

9:00-10:30 CoachingRituals project & first results
Nicolas Marquis, Solène Mignon (Saint-Louis U. - Belgium) and Gaspard Wiseur (Saint-Louis U. - Belgium)

10:30-10:45 Coffee break
10:45-12:15 "The child as individual and his disorders"
Alain Ehrenberg (CNRS - France)

12:15-1:30 Lunchtime
1:30-3:00 "The Achievement Society – and so what?"
Anders Petersen (Aalborg U. - Denmark)

3:00-3:15 Coffee break
3:15-4:45 "The school injunction to autonomy: a sociological approach to a paradox"
Héloïse Durler (HEP-Lausanne - Switzerland)

4:45-5:00 Coffee break
5:00-6:30 "To fit in and be independent the right way. The paradox of contemporary upbringing"
Eva Gulløv (Aarhus U. - Denmark)

November 24, 2021
8:30-9:00 Welcome
9:00-10:30 "Mental Health and Therapeutic Entrepreneurialism in UK Higher Education"
Ashley Frawley (Swansea U. - UK)

10:30-10:45 Coffee break
10:45-12:15 "Some Paradoxes in Parental Coaching issues"
Claude Martin (CNRS - France)

12:15-1:30 Lunchtime
1:30-3:00 "What is the role of cognitive sciences in the building of an "autonomous pupil"?"
Stanislas Morel (Paris XIII U. - France)

3:00-3:15 Coffee break
3:15-4:45 "Doing Parenthood: autonomy and interdependence in everyday family life"
Allan Westerling (Roskilde U. - Denmark)

4:45-6:00 Plenary session wrap up

Abstracts

Please, find the abstracts on our website

Héloïse Durler

Speakers

Héloïse Durler is a Swiss sociologist, Associate Professor at
the Haute École pédagogique de Lausanne in the teaching
and research unit AGIRS (Acteurs, gestions, identités,
relations, système) and member of the « LATEFA »
(Laboratoire d’analyse du travail enseignant et de la
formation en alternance).
She is the author of L'autonomie obligatoire, sociologie du
gouvernement de soi à l'école (Presses universitaires de Rennes,
2015).

Alain Ehrenberg

Alain Ehrenberg is a French sociologist, Emeritus Director of
Research at the CNRS and a member of Cermes3. He wrote
La Fatigue d'être soi (Odile Jacob, 1998), La Société du
malaise (Odile Jacob, 2010) and La mécanique des passions
(Odile Jacob, 2018).
His work aims to build, by studying the field of mental health, a
better understanding of what it means to be a member of
individualistic societies, which are characterized by a strong
emphasis on individual's autonomy.

Ashley Frawley

Ashley Frawley is a British Senior Lecturer in Criminology,
Sociology and Social Policy at the University of Swansea. Her
research explores the rising importance attributed to emotions
and behaviour in an era of ‘no alternative’ to capitalism. She is
particularly interested in ‘vulnerable’ constructions of human
subjects in the rhetoric of new social
problems. She wrote Semiotics of Happiness: rhetorical beginnings of
a public problem (Bloomsbury, 2015) and the forthcoming Significant
Emotions which explores the seemingly never ending rise and fall of
new emotional panaceas for social problems.

Eva Gulløv

Eva Gulløv is Danish socio-anthropologist, Professor at the
Danish School of Education at Aarhus University. In an
elliasian perspective, her works tries to better grasp the
recomposition of the place of children and the social
conception of the upbringing of children in institutional
settings
settings
and as a state's project. She wrote Children of the Welfare
State: Civilising Practices in Schools, Childcare and Families, with
Laura Gillam (Pluto Press, 2017). She wrote several articles on the
history of institutional modification of ECEC settings in Denmark.

Nicolas Marquis

ORGANIZER

Nicolas Marquis is a Belgian sociologist, Professor at
Université Saint-Louis - Brussels. He is the PI of the ERC
Starting Grant project CoachingRituals. His research
interests range from practices in self-help, mental health
and psychiatry to the transformations of the parentschildren and teachers-students relations.
In all these fields, he discusses the consequences of the growing
reference to personal autonomy as a norm and as a value. He has
published Du bien-être au marché du malaise (PUF, 2014), which
received the Le Monde Prize for academic research.

Claude Martin

Claude Martin is a French sociologist and Director of Research at the
CNRS. He has developed his research work at the interface between
the sociology of the family and social policy. He conducted research
on the transformations of the family and their modes of regulation
by public authorities. All of his work deals with the question of
gender and contemporary figures of solidarity.
Between 2017 and 2020, he held the research Chair "Childhood, well-being
and parenting". He is currently directing a new project (PPR) about
autonomy (Aging and disability situations). He edited Être un bon parent.
Une injonction contemporaine (Presses de l'EHESP, 2015) and Hikikomori,
une expérience du confinement (Presses de l'EHESP, 2021).

Stanislas Morel

Stanislas Morel is a French researcher in sociology of
education, Maître de conférence at Saint Étienne University.
He works on the sociogenesis of and intervention on failure
at school. At the crossroads of history, sociology of social
problems, and sociology of professions, his works also tries
to grasp the social uses of cognitive neurosciences in the
education field. As a result, he also thinks about the possibility of a
bridge between cognitive neurosciences and sociology. He is the
author of La médicalisation de l'échec scolaire (La dispute, 2014).

Anders Petersen

ORGANIZER

Anders Petersen is a Danish Associate Professor in the
Department of Sociology and Social Work at Aalborg
University. His works aims to better grasp the injunction to
happiness in "Performance Societies" or “The Performance
Culture” and the consequences of it on (youth) mental
health. He has written – in Danish – The Performance Society and
edited and co-edited several books on this subject matter,
including The Social Pathologies of Contemporary Civilization
(with Kieran Keohane) and Critical Happiness Studies (with
Nicholas Hill and Svend Brinkmann).

Allan Westerling

Allan Westerling as a Danish social psychologist, associate
professor and head of the research group on Childhood and
Family Life at Roskilde University. He is currently studying how
early learning agendas are negotiated in everyday family life,
taking parental perspectives as the point of departure for
inquiry. His work includes research on family life and
parenthood,
parenthood and the collaboration between parents and child care
professionals. He co-edited Doing Good Parenthood (Palgrave 2017)
and has recently published on policy appropriation and learning in
Early Childhood Education and Care (Journal of Education Policy 2021)

Solène mignon & Gaspard
Wiseur ORGANIZERS & PhD students CoachingRituals

Solène Mignon is in charge of the parenting scene
in the project. She completed a master's degree in
anthropology, philosophy, ethology at the University
of Nanterre. She previously studied the notion of
hygge in Denmark, with a one-year fieldwork in family.
a danish family.
Gaspard Wiseur is in charge of the education scene in the project. He
holds a master's degree in sociology at the Université Libre de Bruxelles
(ULB). His research lies at the crossroads of the sociology of logical and
social institutions, the sociology of individualism and philosophy.

Attendance
The two-day seminar will be available in attendance and online.

In-person
The seminar will take place at the Nordkraft center (Aalborg - Denmark).
To attend in-person, you will have to fill-in the register form by mentioning it.
For more information about the venue to Aalborg, please contact
apt@socsci.aau.dk
Please note that we do not provide financial support.
Nordkraft center
Kjellerups Torv 1,
9000 Aalborg,
Denmark

Online
1) Both days of the seminar will be broadcasted via Microsoft Teams.
2) In the registration form, you will have to fill-in the part(s) of the seminar you
would like to attend.
3) A link will be sent to your email address for each part of the seminar chosen
in the registration form.

Registration form here

